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was quite proper for Emperor Alexander to show some
attention to the Montenegrin princesses. This was suffi-
cient for some of the members of the Imperial family to
come forward as suitors. By that time, it will be remem-
bered, we were already in possession of a whole drove of
Grand Dukes-. Grand Duke Peter, the sickly youngest son
of Grand Duke Nicholas (Nikolai Nikolaievich, Senior),
who cammanded our armies in the last Turkish War, mar-
ried the Montenegrin Princess No. i, while the Princess
No. 2 was married to Prince Yuri of Leuchtenberg.
Thus, owing to Alexander III, the Montenegrin Prin-
cesses were married off to second-rate dukes-. The story
would have ended then and there, had not Nicholas II
ascended the throne and married Alix. Her Majesty was
met by the Dowager Empress and by the Grand Duchesses
very cordially, indeed, but yet not as an Empress. The
Montenegrin Princesses were the only ones to bow before
her as before an Empress and to flaunt a most abject ad-
miration and infinite love for her. It happened that the
Empress contracted a stomach disease, and they took advan-
tage of this occasion to display their devotion. They clung
to her day and night, sent away the chambermaids and took
upon themselves the latter's rather disagreeable tasks. In
this fashion, they ingratiated themselves into the favour of
Her Majesty and became her closest friends. Their influ-
ence upon their Majesties grew in proportion as the influ-
ence of the Dowager Empress decreased.
It was these Montenegrin Princesses who became zealous
devotees of Dr. Philippe. While in Paris, one of them
summoned the head of our secret police at Paris, Rach-
kovski; and expressed a desire that Philippe should be
allowed to practise his art and given a medical diploma.
Naturally, Rachkovski explained to the swarthy Duchess
all the naivete of her demand. As he spoke of the charlatan